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STAAR is a secure test, so it is not available 
for review before it is given. By law, the test 
will be publicly released every three years. 
However, the Texas Education Agency has 
released sample questions, which give the 
public a sense of what to expect on the new 
tests. The following are a broad sampling of 
these test question examples.  

Sample Test Questions 



Grade 3 Mathematics 
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Grade 3 Reading 
(After reading a poem passage) 
The poet titled this poem “The Well-Worn Path” most likely 
because —  
A   the poem describes the way the path looks after many years  
B   the dog and the speaker have walked on the same path for 
many years  
C   the dog gets tired when it goes for walks  
D   the poem describes the place where the speaker found her dog  
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A student observes some sugar as it is heated and burns. 
The student concludes that a chemical reaction has 
occurred. Which of the following observations about the 
burning sugar provides evidence of 27 
chemical reaction?  
 
A   Heat is added to the sugar crystals.  
B   The sugar melts and becomes a liquid.  
C   The temperature of the sugar increases.  
D   Gas is produced as the sugar turns black.  

Grade 8 Science 
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Read this line from paragraph 5.  
Amid the ursine humor in all this, let’s not forget that 
for bears, developing a taste for human food is often 
one of the worst things that can happen to them—“a 
fed bear is a dead bear,” as the saying goes.  
 
The author’s tone in this line can best be described as – 
A   cautionary  
B   angry  
C  threatening  
D   pessimistic  

English I 
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World Geography 
The Kyoto Protocol was adopted in Kyoto, Japan, on 11 December 1997 and entered into 
force on 16 February 2005. . . . The Kyoto Protocol is generally seen as an important first 
step toward a truly global emission reduction regime that will stabilize GHG [greenhouse 
gas] emissions, and provides the essential architecture for any future international 
agreement on climate change. —United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change website, http://unfcc.int (accessed December 20, 2010)  
 
Representing the United States, President Bill Clinton signed the Kyoto Treaty in 
1998. However, because of opposition in the U.S. Senate, the treaty has never 
been presented for ratification. Which argument was most likely used by 
senators who opposed signing the treaty?  
 
A The United Nations lacks the ability to enforce international agreements.  
B The president has no authority to negotiate treaties on behalf of the United 
States.  
C Congress had previously enacted much stricter environmental regulations.  
D The United States should not submit to externally imposed environmental 
regulations.  
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Algebra II 
A chemical compound’s concentration in milligrams per 
liter during a reaction can be modeled by the function 
below, where t represents the number of seconds that 
have elapsed during the reaction. 
  f(t)=  100 
         t2 + 1 
In this situation, what are the domain and range for this 
function? 
A Domain: t ≥ 0; range: 0 < f(t) ≤ 100 
B Domain: t ≥ 0; range: f(t) ≥ 100 
C Domain: t ≤ 0; range: 0 < f(t) ≤ 100 
D Domain: t ≤ 0; range: f(t) ≥ 100 
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Answers to Selected Sample Items 

• 3rd grade Math:    D 
• 3rd grade Reading:  B 
• 5th grade Science:  C 
• 8th grade Social Studies: A 
• English I:    A 
• World Geography:  D 
• Biology:    B 
• Algebra II:   A 
• Chemistry:   A 
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